
 

 

A “How-To Guide” to Farmington High School 2018-19 

  

How to Be Ready for the First Day of School  

 

First of all, you should know that the first day of school for all students is Tuesday, 

September 4th.  
 

For 9th Grade students and students new to the high school 

Link Crew, Farmington High School’s transition program for new students, will be sponsoring a 

half-day “Link Day” for all freshmen and new students on the first day of school.  This 

orientation starts at 8:20 am, the normal FHS start time.  Buses will run their regular routes and 

will drop off students in time for this welcoming and community building event.  Link Leaders are 

junior and seniors student leaders who organize this event along with staff advisors of Link 

Crew.  Link Leaders also lead students through activities and connect with new students 

periodically throughout the year.  Link Crew staff advisors and Link Leaders will be contacting 

students via mail and personal invitation as the first day of school approaches. 9th
 grade 

students who have registered for a zero hour course will not have zero hour the first 

day of school.  9th
 graders with a zero hour course will start their day at 7:15 am daily, 

beginning the second day of school Wednesday, September 5th. 

 
  

For 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students 

On the first day of school, zero hour for upperclassmen begins at 12:40 pm. Students 

without a zero hour start the first day of school at 1:00.  DCTC students attend DCTC 

courses at their regular time. After the first day of school, zero hour classes begin at 7:15. 

The school day ends at 3:05pm.  A student’s school day consists of five, sixty-minute classes 

with a twenty-five minute lunch. Students will meet with their Ramp teacher twice a week 

(Wednesday and Friday) for 30 minutes.  Passing times between classes is four minutes.  At 

various times throughout the trimester there will be flexible learning periods where students 

may be assigned to meet with a teacher, stop and see a teacher for support, or use that time to 

best support their own learning. 

 

Farmington High School does not publish a “supply list” for their courses at this time.  We 

recommend students have a notebook and folder or binder for each class, as well as a supply of 

writing utensils for the first day of school.  Individual teachers will relay to students specific 

materials needs for their classes when school begins.  Students in Math classes beyond Algebra 

(Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus) are required to have 

 



a graphing calculator; we strongly recommend the TI-84.  Algebra students are strongly 

encouraged to have one of these graphing calculators as they will eventually use it, but a 

scientific calculator is sufficient for Algebra. 

  

 

How to Contact Us 

 

By Phone 

Our phone number is 651-252-2501.  Our phone system allows us to more quickly and 

accurately deliver your call to the appropriate party, whether it is a teacher, guidance counselor, 

or administrator.  Calling this main number will provide voice prompts to direct you to the most 

appropriate person to meet your needs or answer your questions. 
  

By Fax 

We have two administrative/student support areas in the building:  

● The second floor office (main administrative office) fax number is 651-252-2520.  

● The third floor office (school counselors/registrar) fax number is 651-252-2530. 
  

Online and E-mail 

The FHS website is www. http://fhs.farmington.k12.mn.us/.  Staff e-mails can be accessed via 

the school website.  FHS does not print and send report cards home.  Families can access report 

card via Family Web Access at the end of each trimester.  Remember that academic progress as 

well as attendance can be monitored via the Family Web Access as well.  If you need help setting 

up an account please contact the FHS office at 651-252-2501. 

 

If your child is ill or will be absent/needs to leave 

Please call the appropriate attendance extension as soon as you know that your child will be 

absent or late to school/leaving early. Direct attendance extensions are: 

Grades 9 and 10 - Theresa Wolfe 651-252-2505 

Grades 11 and 12 - Mariah Calverley    651-252-2513 

  

If you are calling to excuse students in multiple grades please call the attendance line for the 

older student. 

 

FHS does not accept notes for absences or appointments. 

 

 

How to Contact Your Student During the School Day 

 

We ask you to please make all arrangements with your student prior to the start of school. 

However, we recognize that emergencies arise.  In the event of an emergency, you can contact 

us through the main office number, 651-252-2501.  

  

If you have an item that needs to be dropped off at school for your student, we ask that you 

please bring it to visitor desk by the main student entrance on the east side of the building. 

Please make arrangements with your student to have them pick up their item(s) between 

classes.  We typically do not remove students from class to receive an item.  

 

 

http://fhs.farmington.k12.mn.us/
http://fhs.farmington.k12.mn.us/


 

How to Get to School and Enter the Building 

 

For Bus Riders 

Individualized bus information from Marschall lines for each student will be available to students 

when they pick up their schedule on schedule pick-up days. The bus corral for drop off in the 

morning and pick-up in the afternoon is on the south side of the building and to the west of the 

main entrance.  For students who ride the bus, the south entrance is the easiest way to enter. 

For Drivers 

In the morning, drivers may enter the school via the north or south drives off of Flagstaff 

Avenue. All students who drive must park in the east parking lot (11th and 12th grade) or the 

west parking lot (10th, 11th, 12th grade) during the school day.  These are distributed during FHS 

schedule pick-up days.  Please visit the FHS webpage for full regulations and information. 

Students with outstanding parking fines from the previous school year will not be issued a 

current year permit until all fines have been paid. Students who accumulate fines during the 

school year may have their parking permit revoked.  All student vehicles must display their 

parking permit at all times.  Parking rules, procedures, and the permit application are available 

on the FHS website. 

For Students Who are Dropped off. 

Students who are dropped off, either at the beginning of the day, or any time during the day, 

may enter the building via or east entrance.  There are contours in the curb that allow for the 

safe drop off of students at either entrance.  For student safety and to ease traffic flow, we 

suggest that parents enter the campus from the north entrance to the parking area 

For Visitors 

There are reserved parking spaces for visitors on the east side of the building.  All visitors must 

check-in at the east desk, which is immediately to the left as you enter the east entrance, 

through door 30. 

 

 

How to Find Your Classes 

 

Students will receive a copy of their schedule during schedule pick-up and registration days on 

August 21st and 22nd.   A make-up day is scheduled for August 29th.  FHS will have an open 

house on Wednesday, August 29th from 3:30 pm–7:30 pm.  Teachers will be available in their 

rooms to meet families and answer questions.  Building administrators will have an informational 

session that 9th grade parents and parents of students new to FHS are encouraged to attend 

during the FHS Open House on Wednesday, August 29.  The session will be from 6:30-7:30 pm 

in the FHS Recital Hall. 

 

In general terms, the building is organized into four instructional towers on the south half of the 

building, with the more commons and “gathering” areas on the north end of the building.  From 

west to east, the towers are referred to as the “100” tower, the “200” tower, the “300” tower 

and the “400” tower.  Room numbers are organized using a four-digit system where the first 

number indicates the floor (1-3), the second number indicates the instructional tower (1-4), and 

the last two numbers indicate the actual room number in that tower.  For example, room 2312 

would be on the second floor, in the 3rd tower from west, room 12.  The music rooms are the 

 



sole exception, with their room numbers all beginning 10_ _, as their area is on in the 

westernmost area of the first floor. 

 

 

How to Get Good Grades 

 

Attend Class Everyday 

Consistent attendance of school is the greatest indicator of success.  Another way to look at it is 

the cliché of “Half of life is just showing up.”  Farmington High School, in accordance with state 

and local laws and legislation, works with students and families whose consistent attendance is a 

challenge.  When necessary, we contact Dakota County and involve the court system.  Keeping 

track of attendance works best when it is a team effort of parents, teachers, and administrators 

working together to make sure students attend classes regularly. Parents are encouraged to 

check Family Web Access regularly to monitor their student’s attendance. 
  

Participate in Class Activities and Do Your Work 

The adage of “Practice makes perfect” is especially true when it comes to mastery of a set of 

information or skills.  Class work is the opportunity to practice with the assistance and guidance 

from teachers and other students.  Independent work is an opportunity to practice on your own. 

It also serves as a bridge between the work done today, and the advancement of tomorrow’s 

work. 

Use Academic Support 

Academic Support times are designed for you to get additional support from teachers, make up 

late/missing work, re-take assessments, or just complete work.  Teachers are free during this 

time to work with any student that needs support.  If you need help from multiple teachers we 

suggest you put a weekly plan together of the work you will accomplish during that week.  If you 

need help putting together that plan staff, counselors, or administrators would be happy to help 

you prioritize your Academic Support time. 

Ask for Help 

Not understanding a concept can be frustrating.  Doing nothing about it and then getting behind 

can begin a downward spiral resulting in giving up, and even failure.  Teachers want their 

students to succeed, but they need your help in order to help you.  They do not necessarily 

know what you do not know, unless you ask the question.  FHS staff are available before and 

after class to assist you.  The FHS schedule also affords flexible learning time throughout the 

trimester when our staff are available to provide additional support to students.  Staff will ask 

you if you need help, but you also need to ask them.  The ability to self-advocate is an essential 

skill in developing as an independent learner.  If you are having difficulty talking with a teacher, 

schedule an appointment with your assistant principal or counselor.  They are more than happy 

to facilitate a conversation about your learning. 

 

 

How to Get Help 

 

If You are Struggling Academically or Experiencing Roadblocks to Your Learning 

If you are having difficulty in a class, your first step should be to talk with that teacher.  The 

ability to talk to adults is a key skill all students will need when they leave FHS.  As was 

mentioned above, staff are dedicated to helping you succeed.  They are available to help before 

and after school and during flexible learning times.  We suggest you schedule an appointment 

 



with your teacher to meet and work through your questions.  If you cannot find a time that 

works, find another teacher who teaches the same subject matter, and seek help from him/her. 

If you continue to struggle to connect with a staff member, seek help from your school counselor 

or assistant principal. 

If You are Struggling Personally  

A comprehensive staff of administrators, guidance counselors, and other student support staff 

members can assist you.  Students simply need to schedule an appointment with their school 

counselor or assistant principal, and he/she will help you as best they can.  FHS staff are 

committed to providing a positive, safe and rewarding school experience, and meeting your 

academic, personal, and social needs as best they can. 

 

 

How to Go to Lunch 

 

We have four lunches at FHS.  Lunches are twenty-five minutes in length.  Lunches take place 

during third hour each day.  Which lunch students are assigned to will be indicated on their 

schedule, or they will be informed by their third hour teacher on the first day of school. 
  

FHS is a closed campus.  This means students are not allowed to leave the campus during the 

school day without parent permission and notification of school.  Food Service will send families a 

packet regarding lunches.  Please read the information on your Personal Identification Number (PIN 

#), account balance information, free and reduced lunch information, etc. 
  

 

 

How to Get Involved/How to Show Your School Spirit 

 

Research has shown again and again that students, who are actively engaged in their schooling, 

not just academically, but in athletics, fine arts, or other activities, do better in school. 

Farmington High School’s athletic/activities director, Bill Tschida, supervises a wide variety of 

student clubs, teams, and activities.  We strive to make FHS a place where all students can be 

involved, express themselves, and show-off their talents. 
  

 

 

How to Go to Events 

 

Indoor 

The entrance for all indoor events, whether it is athletic, fine arts, or academically related, is the 

east entrance.  Parking for these events is in the east parking lot.  Tickets for events can be 

purchased immediately inside the doors at the east entrance. 

Outdoor 

Outdoor event parking is similarly in the east parking lot.  Entrance to Tiger Stadium is through 

the east entrance of the Stadium.  For especially large events, the additional parking lots may be 

used. 
  

For all events, parking is not allowed on any roadways as they are fire lanes. 

 

 

 



 

How to Go Home 

 

For Bus Riders 

Again, the bus corral is on the south side of the school, to the west of the south main entrance. 

Students should make their way to their busses quickly, as soon as they can after being released 

from classes. 

For Drivers 

Please be patient and courteous drivers.  All 2200 students and buses are exiting the building at 

the end of the day.  Please do not text while driving, and be sure to buckle up. 

For Students Being Picked Up 

Student pick up is located at the east entrance.  Students being picked up before the end of the 

day must sign out at the east desk. 

From Events 

Much like exiting school at the end of the day, we remind drivers to be patient and courteous. 

We can have up to two or three thousand people at our largest events, and it will take some 

time to leave the campus.  Be safe: no texting while driving, and fasten your seatbelt. 

  

If you have questions, or need clarification about these, or any 

other items, please do not hesitate to contact a school counselor, 

administrator, or member of our teaching or office staff. 

  

Thank you, and we at FHS look forward to a great school year. 

 

 


